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Welcome to the Bailey School of Music
at Kennesaw State University!
A student-centered academic community on the move, we are
passionate about learning through transformative musical and
educational experiences. Music engages, heals, elevates, and
inspires. The Bailey School of Music’s talented students, expert
faculty and dedicated staff connect and empower people near and
far, and, in so doing, work to improve the world.
Nestled in the Kennesaw State University College of the Arts,
the Bailey School of Music enjoys an extraordinary ecosystem
of artistic expression and scholarship. Therefore, music students
enjoy both distinctive personal attention and the resources of a
thriving, large public university. What’s more, our Kennesaw and
Marietta campuses breathe and contribute to the dynamic cultural,
economic, and geographic assets of metro Atlanta.
Music makes for a fabulous journey! Here, you’ll find a world of
sounds, ideas, and possibilities on the stage as in the classroom.
Let us hear from you as we shape extraordinary futures together.
Jesús Castro-Balbi, D. M. A.
Director and Professor
Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music
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Program
ANASAZI (1987)
John Edmondson (1933-2016)
Robert Grogan, Conductor
CREATURES IN THE ATTIC (2010)
Brian Balmages (b. 1975)
Bradley Rikard, Conductor
INTERMISSION
THE CAVE YOU FEAR (2014)
Michael Markowski (b. 1986)
BANDANCING (2014)
Jack Stamp (b. 1954)
I. City Shuffle
II. Tango
III. Waltz
IV. Slow Dance
V. Last Dance
EXTRAORDINARY MACHINES OF CLOCKWORK AND STEAM (2019)
Scott Watson (b.1962)
DANCING ON THE WATER (2015)
Frank Ticheli (b. 1958)
MOSCOW 1941 (2006)
Brian Balmages (b.1975)
KSU Wind Symphony Combined with Barber Middle School Wind Symphony
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Program Notes
ANASAZI (1987)
John Edmondson (1933-2016)
The Anasazi (pronounced “on-uh-SAH-zee”) were a tribe of Indians
who lived in the Four Corners area of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and
Colorado. The name Anasazi is an anglicized form of a Navajo word
meaning “the ancient ones.” They lived from about 1 AD to about 1300,
and there is no apparent reason for their decline and disappearance.
This elementary band composition is named for that ancient tribe, and
is dedicated to the 1986-87 Anasazi Elementary School band and their
director, Mark Alexander. The school is located just a few blocks from
the composer’s home in Scottsdale, Arizona.
- Program Note from publisher
CREATURES IN THE ATTIC (2010)
Brian Balmages (b. 1975)
While everyone is asleep, your attic is coming to life with mysterious
sounds as creatures come out and celebrate nightfall. The music
begins quietly then continuously builds as the goblins and ghosts
become more active. Dissonant chords, descriptive percussion parts,
trombone glissandos, instrument key clicking and random note playing
all create a ghoulishly good time in this adorable yet creepy work.
- Description from J.W. Pepper
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Program Notes
(Continued)

THE CAVE YOU FEAR (2014)
Michael Markowski b. 1986
I’ve been thinking a lot lately about all the opportunities we’re given
day to day to try something new or to go somewhere we’ve never
been before -- the opportunity to take a spontaneous road trip, to go
see a concert by a band we’ve never heard of at a venue we’ve never
been to, to try that new restaurant down the street where the menu
is in a language we don’t quite understand. Some people have an
innate sense of adventure, who go with the flow, who live life for the
unexplored, and I couldn’t be more inspired by them.
For a long time, I was the opposite. I used to prefer to stay at home,
working on my computer because it was the safe and responsible
thing to be doing, listening to the same albums on my iPod, ordering
the same meal at the same, familiar restaurants. And while there’s
nothing necessarily wrong with having a routine or knowing what you
like, I eventually realized that my life was starting to have a certain
predictability to it. It was a few years ago, while I was still living in the
same state that I was born and raised in, that I had the most terrifying
epiphany that I think I’ve ever had. I was becoming increasingly bored
and incredibly boring.
In film schools around the world, Joseph Campbell’s book The
Hero With A Thousand Faces is required reading for filmmakers,
screenwriters, and storytellers because Campbell has single-handedly
identified what we refer to as “The Hero’s Journey” -- the series of
events and conflicts that arise along a character’s path as he or she
fights their way to some ultimate goal. After studying Campbell, it’s
easy to question where we are on our own paths. What is our own
story? What are we fighting for? What does it mean to be a “hero”
and how can we be more “heroic” ourselves? When we hear our own
call to adventure, will we jump up, prepared, or will we ignore it, sit
idly and take the easy way out because we would rather life be quiet
and comfortable? According to Campbell, each of our adventures are
already out there, waiting for us. That’s not the problem. For him, “the
big question is whether you are going to be able to say a hearty “yes”
to your adventure.
So for the next four minutes, let’s take a chance, let’s venture into the
dark unknown, let’s fight whatever monsters we find in there. And
although we might not always prevail, at least we’ll have a story to tell
by the end.
- Program Note by composer
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Program Notes
(Continued)

BANDANCING (2014)
Jack Stamp (b. 1954)
In writing Bandancing, I wanted to fuse elements of popular dance to
my own harmonic style -- to write a “suite of New American Dances.”
The first movement, City Shuffle, is a type of funk with frequent meter
changes. I intended to write a twelve-note tango bass line for the
second movement, but only got ten notes out of it. The performance
should by sultry and remind the listener of the dancer in the red dress
in Lord of the Dance. The waltz has been a dance for 300 years or
more. As a drummer, I loved playing jazz waltzes. The third movement
is a jazz waltz featuring a mini-fugue. The fourth movement, Slow
Dance, is more of a ballad than a dance and has some of the most
poignant harmony found in the entire work. Last Dance includes a
samba and a very difficult fugue. It is cyclic, as the theme from the first
movement returns.
- Program Note by Jack Stamp
EXTRAORDINARY MACHINES OF CLOCKWORK AND STEAM (2019)
Scott Watson b. 1962
Extraordinary Machines of Clockwork and Steam brings the
unmistakable sounds of steampunk to the wind band medium. You’ll
musically visit the fascinating world of Jules Verne, H.G. Wells and
others whose imaginative and limitless view of the future included
all sorts of fanciful contraptions including forward-looking modes of
transportation, time travel, weaponry, and more.
Two themes alternate, one conveying the wonder of these futuristic
marvels (and the mysterious “laboratoriums” where they are hatched).
A second raucous, energetic theme portrays the steam, gears,
sprockets and pulleys mechanically powering them. The unique sonic
palette includes minor “cabaret” harmonies, evocative toy percussion
(ratchet, brake drum, siren whistle) and vocal “steam” sounds from wind
players.
Commissioned by the Clayton High School (N.J.) Concert Band, David
Dashefsky, conductor.
- Program Note from score
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Program Notes
(Continued)

DANCING ON THE WATER (2015)
Frank Ticheli (b. 1958)
The composer provides these program notes: “Dancing on Water is
a joyous seven-minute tribute to my longtime friend and colleague,
Richard Floyd. The work, partly inspired by Dick’s love of sailing, begins
as an exuberant dance expressing feelings of unabashed joy and
suggesting images of the sea on a perfect morning. This dance gives
way to a heartfelt song, sung broadly by the horns and euphoniums
and supported by a playful background of crisp eighth notes derived
from the opening dance. This ‘song and dance’ might have been
sufficient as the work’s material, but in the very center of the work
appears something new — a kind of oasis, perhaps an island — a soulful
interlude marked by mysterious solos and duos in the alto saxophone
and clarinets. Then the work proceeds in reverse, suggesting an arch
form, a return home by the same pathways, but with one final surprise.
A massively full-throated coda lifts the exuberance level to new heights,
driving this water journey to a powerfully exalted finish.”
Dr. Ticheli attributes his inspiration for the opening dance to the
dances of Stravinsky in its crispness, orchestration, and particularly,
use of accents. The image of the center section is of a boat on a calm
day when the sea is like glass and the boat glides through the water.
Attractive as a smooth sea is however, there is still a need for some
wind in one’s sails, expressed by the playful eighth note passages
interjected intermittently, just enough to keep the boat, and the piece
moving.
- Program Note by composer
MOSCOW 1941 (2006)
Brian Balmages b. 1975
Based on the famous Russian song Meadowlands, this work also
uses original material to tell the story of the Red Army successfully
defending Moscow against the German invasion of World War II.
Moscow, 1941 was commissioned by the Perry Hall Middle School
Symphonic Band (Perry Hall, Maryland), Neil Fishler and Kelly Clavell,
directors.
- Program Note from publisher
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Ksu Personnel
FLUTE/PICCOLO
Jennifer Bolanos-Aleman
Za’kiya Brown
Camille Grewe*
Caitlin Leamon
Laura Lesh
Gabby Meece
Emily Parker
Madhavi Shingala
Madison Villalba
Melia White
OBOE
JacyRae Cagle*
CLARINET
Jasmine Avecilla
J.T. Battles-Garrett
Callie Christiansen*
Monica Lucas
Joey Moore
Luiza Pineda
BASS CLARINET
Leslie Sullivan
BASSOON
Emily Atkeison *
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ALTO SAXOPHONE
Camden Dyer
Joey Garcia*
Malcolm Lowe

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Giana-Marie Kleber
Sarah Stewart
BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Hayden Nichols
TRUMPET
Landon Codio
Connor Foley
Matthew Garren*
Oliver Gladstone
HORN
Charles Bye
Charles Hubbard
Ramon Spears
Joel Thornton*
TROMBONE
Dylan Chastain
Austin Coker,
Trevor Dorsett*
Miguel Silvestre
BASS TROMBONE
Cade Sexton

EUPHONIUM
Isaiah Devoe
Amaan Dhannani
Major Frank
R.J. Schaber*
Hunter Schleis
Mitchell Shyman
TUBA
Peter Fabian
Ian Whitley*
PERCUSSION
Jake Donehoo
Mack Jefferson
Dylan Johnson
Bryan Mayo*
Jake Norwood
Brandon Portalatin
Tyrell Smith
Malloy Sparling
Elizaveta Sukhai
Alec Yeung
*denotes principle chair

Biographies
Robert Grogan
Robert Grogan is the Director of Bands at Barber MS in Cobb County,
GA. While at Barber, the band program has grown to over 400
students. In 2020 the Barber Middle School Wind Symphony was
invited to perform at the prestigious Music for All National Festival
in Indianapolis, IN. Additionally, the ensemble has received four
invitations to perform at the Music for All Regional Concert Band
Festival in Atlanta, GA, in 2016, 2018, 2020, and 2022. In 2016, the
Barber Middle School Wind Symphony was selected to perform as the
guest honor band at the University of Alabama Middle School Honor
Band Clinic.
Before Barber, he was the Director of Bands at Willowcreek MS and
the Assistant Director at Lehi HS in Lehi, Utah. In 2012, the Willowcreek
Wind Symphony was invited to perform at the State Band Festival.
Under his direction, the Lehi HS Marching Band was class AA State
Champions in 2010 and class AAA in 2011. In addition, Mr. Grogan was
the conductor of the Lehi Community Band and a performer with the
Salt Lake Symphonic Winds. In 2015, he performed with the Tara Winds
at the Midwest Clinic. Currently, he is a saxophonist with the Cobb
Wind Symphony.
Mr. Grogan is a two-time recipient of the NBA Citation of Excellence
and a 2016 National Quarter-Finalist in the Grammy’s Music Educator
of the Year. He is published in the April 2017 edition of The Journal
of Research in Music Education and in the October 2020 edition of
School Band and Orchestra. Currently, he is working on his Ph.D. in
Music Education from Auburn University. Mr. Grogan received his
Master’s Degree from the University of Georgia, and his Bachelor’s
from Columbus State University. Before college, Mr. Grogan spent four
years serving active duty in the U.S. Marine Corps, performing with the
Albany Marine Band. He currently lives in Acworth, GA, with his wife,
Jennifer, and their children, Jude and Emma.
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BIOGR APHIES
(Continued)

Bradley Rikard
Mr. Rikard is the Assistant Band Director at Barber Middle School in
Acworth, GA. Since joining the faculty at Barber in 2015, his bands have
performed at various regional and national concert festivals including
the Southeastern Regional Concert Band Festival (Atlanta, GA), the
University of Alabama Middle School Honor Band Featured Ensemble
(Tuscaloosa, AL), and the National Concert Band Festival (Indianapolis,
IN).
As a clinician, Mr. Rikard has presented technology sessions at the
GMEA In-Service Conference, for the Cobb County music faculty, and
for the Kennesaw State University School of Music. Additionally, Mr.
Rikard serves as the ensemble conductor at the Georgia Southern
University Coastal Saxophone Day. Mr. Rikard is also a Visual/Music
instructor for the Kennesaw State University “Marching Owls”, a
position he has held since the band’s inaugural season.
Until 2018, Mr. Rikard was a saxophonist with Tara Winds and
performed with them at GMEA, JanFest, and the 2015 Midwest Clinic.
As a performer in both classical and jazz idioms, Mr. Rikard has shared
the stage with world-renowned musicians such as Eugene Rousseau,
Otis Murphy, The Zagreb Quartet, The New Century Quartet, Tom
“Bones” Malone, Mark Camphouse, Steve Bryant, Harry Watters, Sam
Hazo, Jamey Aebersold, and Colonel John Bourgeois.
Mr. Rikard earned his Masters in Music Education from Florida State
University and a Bachelors of in Music Education and Performance
from Georgia Southern University. He and his wife Megan, the Choral
Director at Pine Mountain Middle School, are the proud parents of
their daughter Riley, son Grayson, and two dogs: Grainger and Pepper
Potts.
Tia Amlett – Principal at Barber Middle School
Kevin Worley – Student Teacher
CJ Markow – Brass Instructor
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BIOGR APHIES
(Continued)

Dr. Debra Traficante
Dr. Debra Traficante serves as Associate Director of Bands and
Associate Professor of Music at Kennesaw State University. In this
position, Dr. Traficante founded and continues to guide and direct
all aspects of the KSU Marching Band, “The Marching Owls,” which
premiered in Fall 2015. She also created and provides the vision and
direction for the KSU Basketball Band. Professor Traficante is the
conductor of the KSU Wind Symphony; she teaches instrumental
conducting, wind band literature, arranging and pedagogy, and
marching band technique courses while also advising music education
students. She serves as the Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma
advisor. Dr. Traficante also served on the brass staff, instructed the
conductors for Boston Crusaders from 2014-2016, and coconducts
the Youth Band of Atlanta with Freddy Martin.
Dr. Traficante formerly served as Assistant Professor of Music/Assistant
Director of University Bands at the University of Oklahoma where she
conducted the Symphony Band, and assisted in directing the “Pride of
Oklahoma” Marching Band. She also taught graduate conducting
lessons, graduate wind literature, served as the lead teacher for
undergraduate conducting and methods, and oversaw music
education students, while serving on many committees within the
School of Music.
Dr. Traficante frequently judges, guest conducts, and clinics ensembles
across the United States, and, in 2005, conducted at the International
World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles Conference in
Singapore. She is an Educational Artist with Yamaha, and since 2014
has taught in various countries throughout Europe at the Yamaha
Bläsorchester Conferences. Dr. Traficante is endorsed by Remo, Vic
Firth, and Sabian.
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KSU University Bands
David Kehler
Director of Bands
Debra Traficante
Associate Director of Bands/Director of Athletic Bands
Hannah Rudy
Assistant Director of Bands
Founded in 1996 as a small community concert band, the KSU
Band Program continues to see rapid growth and expansion. Now
encompassing five major ensembles with over 450 participating
students, the KSU Bands have become one of the largest programs in
Georgia. The ensembles are comprised of the finest music majors in
the School of Music, as well as students that represent every college
and degree program from both the Kennesaw and Marietta campuses.
The KSU Brand Programs includes the KSU Wind Ensemble, KSU
Wind Symphony, KSU University Band, KSU Basketball Band and “The
Marching Owls.”
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Upcoming Performances
“KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION”
Featuring “Fugitive Footsteps” by KSU Composer-in-residence
Laurence Sherr
Tuesday, November 9, 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
KSU BRASS ENSEMBLES
Wednesday, November 10, 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
Conductor: Dr. Douglas Lindsey
KSU UNIVERSITY BAND & PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
Monday, November 15, 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
KSU JAZZ GUITAR & KSU VOCAL JAZZ
Tuesday, November 16, 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
KSU MIXED CHAMBER PERFORMANCES
Wednesday, November 17, 5:30 pm & 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
KSU OPERA THEATER
Friday, November 19, 8:00 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
Directed by Eileen Moremen
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Holiday
CONCERT

DEC. 4 | 2 & 8 p.m.
Morgan Hall | $15–$20

The Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music is
proud to present an annual tradition: the
inspirational Holiday Concert featuring KSU’s
Wind Ensemble, Symphony Orchestra, and
Choral Ensembles. Celebrate the season
with the Bailey School of Music.

ArtsKSU.com
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K E N N E S A W S TAT E U N I V E R S I T Y

Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music

Name-A-Seat
in Morgan Concert Hall

T

he Bailey School of Music is offering friends and
patrons the opportunity to dedicate a seat in
Morgan Concert Hall. Each dedicated seat will be
permanently affixed with a plaque bearing your name,
business name, or the name of someone you wish to
honor.
Your contribution of $1,000 per seat will immediately
impact the programs of the Bailey School of Music and
help to sustain the exceptional quality of music and live
performances at KSU for years to come.

To make a donation
or for more information, contact:
Kelly Smith

ksmit738@kennesaw.edu
770-912-2988
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470-578-6151 • arts.kennesaw.edu/music

College of the Arts
Prof. Harrison Long, Interim Dean
Dr. Peter Fielding, Associate Dean
Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell, Interim Associate Dean
Prof. Geo Sipp, Director, School of Art & Design
Prof. Marsha Barsky, Chair, Department of Dance
Dr. Jesús Castro-Balbi, Director, Bailey School of Music
Prof. Chuck Meacham, Chair, Department of Theatre & Performance Studies
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